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Parliamentary action, with respect to which he is not in possession
of all the facts that bear upon them.
He humbly asks leave to regard the assurance which he has
above conveyed as a public reply to a public question.
1257             General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. June 18. 1885.
The Queen has heard from Lord Salisbury that he concurs with
you in thinking that the letter to Her Majesty on the subject now
under discussion should be treated as having a public character.
1258  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
June 18. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone . . . reverts to his letter of last night, and upon
the facts before him, having now had the opportunity of con-
sultation to which he then referred, he agrees with Lord
Salisbury in the words " it must be accepted now as a fact
that Dissolution is impossible/'
He prays Your Majesty to consider this supplemental letter as
being like the letter of last night a record of a public transaction.
1259  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
[Probably June 18. 1885,]
In transmitting, after consultation with the outgoing Ministers,
his reply to the proposal laid yesterday before Your Majesty by
Lord Salisbury, Mr. Gladstone presumes to submit to Your
Majesty a few remarks intended to satisfy Your Majesty that he
has done his best, so far as he had a choice, to meet the views of
Lord Salisbury.
He has never signified in the course of these communications
that it would be unreasonable at the present time to grant special
facilities for putting forward necessary business. But by usage and
according to reason the concession of these facilities is always
accompanied, as he believes, with proper arrangements as to
legislative business and for the maintenance of the independent
action of the House.
The first requisition of Lord Salisbury places in the hands of
the Government all the liberties of the House as to the prosecution
of its legislative business. If that requisition were granted, not one